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1. Organizaticn of & Border Guard Brigade. A brigade is sub-divided into four
or Tive baocalloﬁs, eac h battalion into five coupanies. Companies are not
sub-divided intc tactical platoons. Brigades are usually commanded by a
major Or a licuitenant colonel; battalions are usually commanded by a captain.
Examples of Czech wunit designations are as follows: L. Brigade pchranicni
str ze (LtL Jord :r Quard Brigade), L. Prapor Hrusovani (4th Border Guard
1), and 15. Rota (16th Border Guard Company). The numerical
anies are assigned consecutively as stationed along
igzde, not by the battalion. The commonly used designations
aphical, thus the 16th Company of the Lth Brigade is
2" (Border Cuard Unit - Jarcslavice). The numerical
in internal communications. In addition, units also
crived from the description of their headquarters,
|
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of units
"PS - ubvar -
desigration
have cover

wder Guara Compeny. On the Austrian border, a company
o guarding a sector of from eight to 12 kilometers.
ior guard company is vetween 43 snd 50 men, about the
in the Czech Army. Usually a company is commanded by
e:n are u«ﬂallw cne or two lieutenants and one

ant t officers assigned to each
in rotation. The deputy commander in

| There are thiee groups within

o
95
5;’
g
g
C
"z
d
.;
OJ

25X1

[¢]
&
o
Q
=N
ik
e
[¢]
1]
-

rcup (snecialnl drugstve). This is a small group usually
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. every 12 hours, is'on duty in. t

. cation card to't

consisting of.
This group is, supposed to retire in the event S,
x_,zforc nts a.nd ma:lntain coamn\m,icat.ions wit;h PR

hdi’se-drawn supply wa.gon) and a clerk.
amunition end supply NCOs as well.

e duty’ officer iéhxains at compamr head-
). usually
are assigned to guard posts or
the time f'ree.

Guard Duty .- Guard’

Pistal.-: Horse patrols are. usual" only ;
8e pa.ragraph S(lb JSometimes, however, ‘the duty officer
inspects. the guard poﬁt' gnd the plowed strips on; horse ack
border guard begins his

Hs duty. The sgni

and others who 11V
of guard-activity:
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a. Permanent Guard > sié . These a.re specific points or beats that ‘are
manned by two: gmrd "at all times d.e.y and night. ‘l‘he men onh duty

© each sector.
" the daylight.
- where.one sec t
' post is rote.te

Joins another.ﬁ In this case, the guarding of the
3 -‘two wqqks between the two companiea dnvolved.

Ly ur g’ ' daylight hours. - They can be eeaaonal,
Qen; ty of -the follage or the fact that ‘the water level

3 patrol:an .area near a. path or wtre-croasins
aye. a fixed ‘point from which thg i

cqg:@a.ny headquarters. SOmetimes men' e
Sy standmg back-tc-bgck thus B
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4. Border Area. Within the general area of the border there are two zones
wvhich are controlled by different regulationss

a. Forbidden Zone. According to information dated March 1956, this area
is two kilometers in depth from the border (not the barbed wira).
According to this information, no one is permitted in this area (other
than border guards) who is not in possession of a special pass valid
for one year, issued by the local authorities. Other information
dated January 1957 differs somewhat, in that the "forbidden zone" is
described as varying between two and six kilometers in depth, depending
on the terrain, and states that persons may not travel around in this
area if they are not accompanied by a member of the border guard forces.
Civilians must have a pass issued by the appropriate brigade headquarters
and the company must be informed that such a pass has been issued, since
the company is responsible for providing escorts. Civilians may not be 25X1
on the side of the barbed-wire fence, except for woodcutters and
harvesters who are escorted by border guard personnel. If a civilian
is encountered in the vicinity of the barbed wire the procedure is for
the guard to call "Halt"; if this order is disobeyed, the guard is to
fire a warning shot, and if the civilian still does not halt, then the
guard may shoot. Wherever possible the guard is to try to wound the
civilian, preventing his escape, rather than attempt to kill the person.
In the case of civi.ians on the far side of the barbed wire but still on
Czechoslovak’ - territory, the guard is supposed to aim his shots parallel
to the border, to avoid firing into territory. Most of the 25X1
houses in this area have been demolished. .

b. Border Zone. This is an area which, depending on the terrain, extends
from six to 12 kilometers inland from the border. Persons who are not
residents of the area must have a permit to enter the area issued by
the security police of their home area, these permits are usually valid
for three weeks. In addition to the permit, the issuance of the permit
must be noted in the person's identification document on page 14 or 20,
This areca is patrolled by the border guard. There are usually very few
civilians living in the "border zone", and most of the men are members
of the PPS or auxiliary border guard units. All residents must have a
special border guard stamp in their identification cards permitting

- them to be in the araa. \

5. Tech?i?al Border Security Measures. : - 25X1 fﬁ

a. Plowed Strips. The plowed strips are 12 meters wide and are about three
meters Irom the barbed-wire fences on the outside
They are kept freshly plowed, except in winter, when a clear snow strip can
be maintained.

b. Barbed-Wire Entanglements. There are three rows of wire, spaced about three
meters apart. In each row, the posts are three meters from each other. The
outer rows of posts are about 120 centimeters in height; the center row )

- about 160 centimeters in height. Barbed wire is stretched horizontally and
diagonally (between the tops and bottoms at posts) in each row and
diagonally and horizontally between the rbws as well as zig-zag between the
posts of one row and the next post in line on an adjoining row, thus
ensuring a complete net through which only a rabbit could pass. In ) )
addition there are five rows of electrified barbed wire running horizontally
between the posts of the center row, and a few connections to the outer
rows. The current varies from 300 to 3,000 volts. Moving any of the wires
usually contacts an electrified wire, which sets off an alarm in the head-
quarters building. There are switches locuted near the gautes through the

barbed wire which can be turned off using a long bakelite cane. The : 3@
current may not be turned off, nor may the gate be used except by an =
officer, or in his presence. The current cannot be turned on again 4

except at the same spot. DMore recent information indicates that in most
places the switches have bcen removed and the current can now only be
turned off at the headquarters building. A soldier who must pass through
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the barbed-wire entanglements first telephones to headquarters and
then carefully tests to see whether the current in really off before
using the gates.

¢. Trip Wires. There are about 70 trip wires or warning wires set up
in any one sectoxr they are about 100 to 150 meters long and are
scattered between two and 30 meters inside the barbed-wire fences.
They are connected to signal flares of different colors; so that
when they go off the guards know where to run to. There is no
design to the color scheme, but each guard is responsible for seeing that the
flares are attached in his areas and that his replacement knows their:
vhereabouts. These warning wires are also attached to the tdp of the
gates passing through the barbed wire; they are carefully detached before
the gates are opened officially. A recent report indicates that there is
now a series of low-lying trip wires about 20 centimeters from the ground,
Just before the barbed wire entanglements on the Czechoslovak' .. side;
these carry an electric current and sound an alert at headquarters, but
do not alarm the person vhc activaces them.

d. Tunnels under the Barbed-Wire Entanglements. In a sector there are as
rmany as nine underground passages, or tunnels under the barbed-wire fences.
They are not usually discernible from the distance. At each side of the
barbed wire there is a trip door approach to the tunnel which is carefully
camouflaged with grass sod. or earth. The shaft, with steps or a ladder,
is reinforced with pit props or lengths of wood. The trapdoors are w=oout
one meter square in size, and the shafts are also about one meter square
in cross-section. The shafts are about 150 centimeters deep. The tunnels,
which are reinforced with pit props and fitted out with tiles on the
floor and a wooden roof, are about 150 centimeters in height, 180 centimeters
in width and about five meters long. The trapdoors are locked with
padlocks hanging inside of the trapdoors. There is a small square hole
covered by a piece of rubber through which one has to reach to lock, or
unlock,the padlock. There are only two keys to each padlock, and the
padlocks on the two trapdoors are always different, thus a set of two
keys is needed for each tunnel. One is always kept at the headquarters
building and one is normally held by the guard in whose area the tunnel
lies, or is issued to a guard having to use the tunnel. Normally guards
use the tunnels wvhen supervising workers on the far side of the barbed
wire. The workers, civilians, assigned to repair work, wood cutting ,or
ploving the strips,enter and leave the area beyond the barbed- wire fence
by the gates, sometimes even moving wagons through the gates. A

e. Box-Like Passageways. During 1957, it was noted for the first time that
in marshy, low-lying area a new type of passageway was being used by
guards. These are wooden boxes, placed flat on the ground, extending from
one side of the barbed-wire entanglements to the other, and about 80 x 80 -
centimeters in cross-section. These boxes are locked at each end,covered .

- ~with tarpaper, and often camouflaged with branches or covered with sod.

6. Border Guard Security Procedures.

a. Code Words and Identification Procedures. A pair of code words is assigned "
by the battalion for all of the units in that area: the first is a city, - '3?
the second a military artiele. These code words are valid for 24 hours, '
from 1900 to 1900. Guards whose duty period will overlap are told the new
as well as the old code words. The identification procedure between 1nspecting;
»officer and guard on duty 1s as follows: a guard on duty will albw the
newcomer to approach quite closely then he will commarud:. "Halt! Identify
yourself!" (Stai! Svolany!"). The officer will statc that he is the
inspecting officer and will then step up to three feet from the guard.

The guard will then say, "Password! " (Heslo) and the officer may respond,
"Bratislava", whereupon the guard may say, "Armored car" L

b. Slipping Persons through the Barbed Wire. This happens quite often in any
sector; the persons are usuﬂlly slipped through the tunnels, and sometimes :
even vehicles are slipped through the gates. It always happens at night - -
and the procedure is roughly this: one of the officers or even the ranking
NCO, if he. is in temporary command, appreached the barbed wire in the company
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of one or two civilians a.nd mstructs the guard ‘or patrol to leave - J
the area. Sometimes, less ‘often, the guard is warned by telephone BN

that the officer is coming, and that he should be particularly
cautious about accosting himi In any case 5. there are no guards, -
around when persons are slipped through the barbed wire. - T RN

e. Interlopers ’rsons approaching the barbed-wire fences |:|25X1
[ ﬂLarer >1nterc ‘p‘bed'i s _quickly as. possible by the guards 25X1
neare ' The guards have been instructed
H“é.nde hoch!" (Halt! Hands up!"™ on 25X1
Anyone apprehended is given a cursory
He 13

In practice, no
the guard doers:'_ :

A person seen-gIOVi '
Czech side of ‘the Wire is stopped, searched thoroughly and taken to
®mpany headquarters If anyone tries to-flce, he is to be stopped by

7-,'

‘ mélg

‘be use for seme othe‘ '
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11. HMiscellaneous Observations.

In the late surmer and early fall of 1957,
in cnc sector the construction of a small concrete cupola flanked by two
wooden boxes was noted; in another sector the burying of a concrete

pipe and cables was observed. Both were near passageways through the
barved wire, and may contain switches for controlling the current at these

passagevays, although the function of these new installations has not been
ciarified.

12. report in German from which the 25X1 -
present report was extracted. One photograph showing the border obstacles .
on the Czech-Austrian border and two sketches of the border obstacles are

also included in the report.

25X1
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